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FRIDAY JUNE 10TH - FROM 9.30 TO 5.00 - ONE DAY CONFERENCE

'Are they mad or bad?’ The Use and Value of Psychiatric Diagnosis in the 'looked after', fostered or adopted population of children and adolescents.
Structure of the day, timetable and biographical details of the speakers
Structure of the day
At previous conferences we have very successfully organised the seating arrangements at the venue in a horseshoe arrangement of small groups of chair facing the front. This enables us to be able to have the benefit of small group discussion after each key note speaker and to then feed back and discuss matters further in the larger group. Participants have previously commented on how helpful this has been in terms of their learning and thinking about and engaging with the subject matter of the day.  We will be following this structure during the day and there will also be a large group plenary at the end of the day. 

  PROGRAMME

9.15         Tea/ Coffee and Registration

9.45          Welcome and opening remarks:  

                 Dr Leslie Ironside, Consultant Child and Adolescent 
                 Psychotherapist, Director Centre for Emotional Development       

                 Introductions within small groups
10.00      Setting the scene - reflections on the use of psychiatric diagnosis in the
                looked after or ‘in care’ child population.
                Dr Margaret DeJong - Consultant Child Psychiatrist 
10.50    Small group discussion and feed back to large group              
11.10     Tea/Coffee Break  
11.30 Attachment and the essence of being: the importance of early experiences
              on personality development. 
   Dr Paul Holmes , Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist           
12.20    Small group discussion and feed back to large group

12.40       Lunch

1.30        A view from the ASD perspective
               Dr Gillian Baird, Consultant Developmental Paediatrician 

2.20        Small group discussion and feed back to large group
2.40         Tea Break 

3.0 Rhyme Reason and Risk - what sense can we make of dangerousness in young people who have been looked after?  
                Dr Julie Withecomb, Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist
3.50        Small group discussion and feed back to large group
4.10         Small Break
4.20         Plenary
4.45         Close

Biographical Details

Margaret DeJong, MDCM, FRCPsych (Can), FRCPsych (UK) is Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist in the Department of Child and Adolescent Mental Health at Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children and Honorary Senior Lecturer at the Institute of Child Health. She is Head of the Parenting and Child Service, an assessment and therapeutic service for children with a background of abuse, neglect and trauma. She is a family therapist with a longstanding interest in parenting difficulties relating to child protection issues.

Paul Holmes has worked in child and adolescent psychiatry for over thirty years. He also trained as an adult psychotherapist. He has had a particular interest in the assessment and treatment of issues of attachment for over fifteen years. He established, managed and supervised the Attachment Project (an inter-agency service in Brighton for adopted and look-after children) for five years. He is the author of the Inner World Outside, a study of object relations theory and psychodrama now translated into seven languages. He was also the lead editor of three other books with an international authorship, all of which have become psychodrama classics and other academic papers.

Gillian Baird is a consultant paediatrician at Guy’s & St Thomas trust and Professor of Paediatric Neurodisability in King’s College London. My research interests are in cerebral palsy, language disorders and autism. I am currently Chairing the NICE guideline on recognition referral and diagnosis of ASD.

Julie Withecomb is a Forensic Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist working as consultant to the national Welsh FACTS (Forensic Adolescent Consultation and Training Service).For twenty years, she has been involved in the assessment and treatment of young people and families were there is evidence of mental health problems and high risk behaviours including violence, fire-setting and inappropriate sexual behaviour. As well as providing clinical in-put in health, social service and criminal justice settings, Julie regularly acts as an expert witness for the criminal and family courts.
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